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What is the MCLS?

 Six public libraries: Brillion, Chilton, Kiel, Two Rivers - Lester Public, 

Manitowoc, and New Holstein.

 Share books, videos, other materials, and staff.  

 Share ideas for programs.

 Benefit from sharing these resources with each other and the system.



In-person Services



Loanable Materials

 Nearly 20,000 books shared between all 

libraries in the system.

 Nearly 22,000 copies of video media.

 Most available through inter-library loan.

 All searchable through the MCLS 

website.



Computers & Internet 

Access

 Proper internet access is not always a 

given.

 Access to an internet-enabled 

computer.

 Public access to Wi-Fi.

 Access to online resources without 

needing to bring a device.



Research, Local History, 

and Other Services

 Physical archives of newspapers, civic 

documents, and other information.

 Copies of local stories and photographs.

 Professional services – Printing, 

laminating, faxing, etc.



Online Services



E-Books & 

OverDrive

 The “modern” way to read books.

 Convenient access to thousands of 

books – great for busy people.

 Also includes thousands of 

audiobooks.



NoveList

 Recommends readers what book 

they may like.

 Allows readers to more easily find 

and continue books in a series.

 Contains books for all ages.



BadgerLink, Reference 
Solutions, & Consumer 
Reports

 Information for research and 

practical applications.

 Repository of information for most 

interests and audiences.

 Links patrons to popular reading 

materials.

 Creates a more informed and 

confident library patron.



Newspaper Archive, 
Ancestry, and 
Recollection Wisconsin

 Research the history of yourself and 

the community around you.

 Learn about Wisconsin and what 

makes it unique.

 Find stories you would have never 

heard otherwise.



Unique Programs



Brillion: Reading 

Garden

 An outdoor learning space.

 A place for people to read while 
enjoying nature.

 Raised garden beds.

Image Credit: Brillion Public Library



Chilton: Library 

of Things

 Expands on the idea of a library as a 
community resource.

 Opportunities to try new ideas 
without the purchase price.

 Creates opportunities for families to 
re-connect.



Kiel: Make It!

 A craft program for all ages.

 Allows people to express their 
creativity without the upfront cost.

 An opportunity for people to make 
something unique.

Image credit: KPL Facebook Page



Two Rivers/LPL: 

Beanstack

 The new trend: “gamification”

 A new way to incentivize reading by 
showing real-time progress.

 Integrates with e-Books.

Image Credit: Lester Public Library



Manitowoc: 

Idea Box

 A Makerspace that is available to 
the public.

 Allows people to experiment with 
practical skills.

 A place where ideas and helpful 
hints can be shared.

Image Credit: Manitowoc Public 
Library



New Holstein: 

Novel-T Book Box

 A more active approach to a 
reading program.

 Includes incentives that work to 
engage readers.

 Has a new theme each month.

Image Credit: NHPL Facebook Page



Summary – What really are the services 

of the MCLS?

 Opportunities to learn.

 Opportunities to explore.

 Opportunities to connect.

 Opportunities to make your community better.



Questions?


